
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 12, 2ND DECEMBER 2016 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
WELCOME 

This week we welcomed Mr Horrigan who will join the academy after Christmas as Vice Principal for 
Teaching & Learning.  We hope his time with us will be both enjoyable and rewarding. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Mr Hurst and Mr Sealy who have successfully completed their Teaching Leaders 
Course.  Well done! 
 
YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS 

As practice for their GCSEs in May and June, Year 11 students will be sitting a number of mock exams 
between Monday 12th and Monday 19th December.  Individual timetables have been sent out for parental 
reference and to enable students to target their revision.  The full timetable is: 

Pd Monday 
12th Dec 

Tuesday 
13th Dec 

Wednesday 
14th Dec 

Thursday 
15th Dec 

Friday 
16th Dec 

Monday 
19th Dec 

1  
Sociology 

Y10 Science + 
Ten mins of P2 

 PE + 30 mins  
of Period 2 

History, 
Geography 

 

2 

3   Computing, 
ICT 

 RE/Philosophy 

4 Science Spanish, 
French 

 

5  Business    

 
CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 
 

In September, Manchester Academy held a coffee morning to support three 
cancer charities.  We are proud to say that we were able to send £307.92 to 
MacMillan Cancer Support, £307.92 to Maggie’s Centres and £260 to Team 
Verrico. 

At Maggie’s cancer sufferers can talk to, and get support from, a range of 
professional people. The centres are staffed by cancer support specialists, 
benefits advisors, nutritionists, therapists and psychologists who can support 
them in whichever way best suits their needs. 

Anna Verrico was taken from her loving family and this world in November 
2013, just 13 months after being diagnosed with Triple Negative Breast Cancer.  
A tremendous amount of support and money was raised to fund Anna’s 
treatment with Professor Justin Stebbing.  In the midst of the fight, a further 
£15,000 was raised to fund a PhD cancer research project at the University of Sheffield.  Team Verrico 
became a charity in 2014 with the aim of fighting lethal diseases, especially Triple Negative Breast Cancer 
and supporting those affected. 
 

javascript:slidelink()


MORE ABOUT STEM WEEK AT MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

STEM Week at Manchester Academy highlights opportunities and raises awareness of careers in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths.  A programme of activities and talks across all Years has allowed 
students to explore new subjects, find out how useful STEM subjects are in general and discover some 
new careers in addition to finding out about the entry requirements for Medical School. 

Julia Simpson of Lloyds Bank gave a talk on financial capability which highlighted the importance of good 
personal finance and budgeting and its links with numeracy to Year 10 Mathematics students.  University 
of Manchester medical students Abby Huckle and Junaid Aamir delivered a presentation entitled ‘Why 
Study Healthcare?’  The talk flagged up a wide range of careers outside the pupils’ predictable choices of 
midwife, nurse and doctor.  A further talk delivered by medical student Umair Khan will give Year 11s the 
lowdown on applying to Medical School. 

A talk by psychology PhD student Chelsea Sawyer highlighted a new subject for Year 9 pupils which many 
may be interested in studying at A Level or as a degree.  After introducing the study of the behaviour and 
the mind, Chelsea went on to discuss some famous psychological experiments.  The students left the 
presentation with a flavour of the potential of psychology.   

On a visit to Salford City College, Year 10 students took part in a range of taster classes which showcased 
the range of STEM subjects offered at the college. 

A course scheduled to start on the 25th November, Reach for the Future, seeks to develop resilience and 
promote the STEM subjects around four core principles (control, commitment, confidence & challenge) 
will now go ahead on 16th December.  In addition a Year 9 visit to Cap Gemini, one of the world's foremost 
providers of consulting, technology and outsourcing services, will again flag up STEM opportunities in the 
coming weeks. 

Further activities and events throughout the year will build on the work of STEM Week. 
 
MANCHESTER UNITED FOUNDATION CHRISTMAS CARD PHOTOSHOOT 

Three Manchester Academy students, together with others from the Foundation’s 20 partner schools, 
were given the opportunity to be part of the 
Annual Manchester United Christmas Card 
Photoshoot with club legend Sir Bobby Charlton, 
a special occasion which is sure to stay with 
them for years to come.  

“It was amazing to take a picture that will 
be seen by loads of people.  The best thing 
is I got to represent Manchester United, 
but even better was meeting Sir Bobby 
Charlton”  

Kaitlin Daniels. Year 7.  

The three lucky students were chosen by Head of Year Mrs Rashford, based on continued good behaviour 
and attitude to learning.  As an extra well done all students were rewarded with this season’s home shirt, 
hat and scarf.  

"Even though the weather was horrible I enjoyed every single second of the trip.  I’m so lucky 
to have got a free Manchester United shirt scarf and hat to keep."  

Victor Bakare, Year 7 
  
 
 
 



AON TRAINING COMPLEX VISIT 

Earlier in the year, Year 9 student Abet Zazai entered a Foundation-wide art competition and had his 
artwork hand-picked by Club Captain Wayne Rooney as overall winner.  As a result Abet and three friends 
were invited down to the Aon Training complex on 18th November to watch the Manchester United 1st 
Team training.  On the day Abet and his friends were greeted by a club representative at the training 
ground before being given breakfast and taken on a virtual tour of the state-of-the-art facilities.  In an 
unexpected twist to the morning, Team Manager Jose Mourinho kindly called the MA boys down from 
the balcony to take a selfie with him on his way to collect the team. 

Following a Q&A session with Club Ambassadors Andy Cole and Albert Morgan, the group were given the 
opportunity to meet their sporting heroes before they headed out to train, which they were able to watch 
from the viewing balcony.  

"It was good to meet everyone: they were cool and had a laugh with us."  
Ali Salim, Year 9   

 

 
 
MANCHESTER UNITED THE BUSINESS   

On 16th November students from Year 9 travelled to the Old Trafford Stadium to complete the Manchester 
United Meet the Business Workshop. The workshop brings together students from across the 
Foundation’s partner schools and aims to:  

 Increase their understanding of how a football club operates as a business; and  
 Increase their understanding of the different pathways into roles at a football club and how these 

skills transfer into other industries. 

On the day the group were joined by representatives from the Club’s various departments such as media 
and HR to talk about their job roles. 

 "I didn’t know there were so many jobs available at a football team like Manchester United.”  
Chelsea Brooks, Year 9.   

The day was received well by all involved and gave students an insightful look into the opportunities that 
are available to them beyond the 11 players who take to the pitch each week.  

“It was an excellent experience: we got to speak to a man from the media department who 
works on MUTV and edits videos.  He told us all about the sorts of things he does every day."  

Maysam Alkirkit, Year 9 
 
 
 
 



TIME CAPSULE COMPETITION 
In May, Manchester Academy entered a team of Year 7 students in Manchester City Council’s Time 
Capsule Competition.  The aim of the competition was to make a design for a paving slab, representing 
the themes of Manchester and Travel.  Our entry, along with three other schools, was chosen as joint 
winners and all the designs were amalgamated into one.  There will be a ceremony in central Manchester 
on 6th December to commemorate the event and the paving slabs will be in St. Peter's Square. 
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and on Friday, is invited to 
breakfast with the Principal. 

Student Form Subject Comment 

Abdullah Shahzad 7EFA English Excellent homework 

Hadi Najjar 9GBE History Excellent effort and attainment 

Jawad Ali Farzana 11MSA History Excellent effort and improvement 

Leighton Hughes 10SDU ICT Fantastic Effort 

Tiffani Bellamy 10RSA ICT Helpful, supportive and motivational 

Ismail Elkhettab 7RTI Music Continual rehearsal on piano and drums at lunchtimes 

Kaid Grady 11BLI 
RE Excellent progress 

Abubakar Sharif 10DMO 

Laayla Ali 8RRT Transition Continuous polite manner, hard work and dedication 

 
LAST DAY OF TERM 

The last day of this term is Friday 23rd December.  Manchester Academy will be open as usual and all 
students are expected to attend.  The first day of the Spring Term for staff and pupils is Monday 9th 
January.  This will be Red Week on the timetable. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Griffin 
Principal 


